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at counts as life?
nat counts as death?

nat meaning of life/death have you learnt?

nat meaning of life/death are you learning?




o ...the number of people, families and
communities that are afflicted by death from
chronic diseases Is increasing and Is a threat

that causes poverty and hinders the
economic development of many countries.
... With increased Investment in chronic
disease prevention ... it will be possible to
prevent 36 million premature deaths.
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. Precisely because bodily life produces
death, bodily life has also produced corpses
or bodies that can be examined, gazed upon

and organs removed to argue that in doing
this “we’ progress ways of living and can
Improve health; people can live longer (live
to their expected date of death?).




‘each particular case of death’ (read
chronic condition) has generated new
understandings about life and living to the

extent that the view promulgated Is that
death (read chronic condition) ‘can be
resisted, postponed or avoided altogether’
(Bauman, 1992: 5).




« But repeating Bauman, life is not fixed or
Stasis nor could 1t ever be.

 As mortal beings, from the time of

conception ageing and death are givens.

 This then makes ageing a significant event
and what will people die from If not chronic

conditions? Trauma? Killing?




e AS a measurement, ageing can be viewed as
piological failure and the success or
otherwise of surviving death

e As a measurement ageing can also be
viewed as a chance to taste and enjoy
Immortality (Bauman)




« People of the world have in a multiplicity of
Ways attempted to intervene in the lives of
children born (how lives are lived)

« People of the world have in a multiplicity of
ways attempted to decide the fate of the
earth and of children born (how lives are
lived or children not born)




“There IS very little satisfaction to be had In
averting births... There Is much more
satisfaction to be had from keeping alive the

babies who are already there, In Improving
the health of their mothers... There Is even
more satisfaction in learning from the
people just how amazing human beings
are...” (Germaine Greer, 1984)




Healt*h“ié clearly a growing sector of the
economy and health is growing faster than
the economy. A global trend is that relative

changes In prices In health goods and health
services has outstripped inflation.




Health expenditure has increased
significantly in Australia

AIHW say real growth in expenditure in

Australia appears to be in pharmaceuticals
(PBS) and hospitals (public).
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Increase in expenditure has added $78.6

pillion to the economy, provides over
700,000 jobs (of which 570,000 are specific

health occupations and this is a 26% overall
Increase since 2000), exploits new
technology and continues to grow
suggesting it could be considered a ‘dream

Industry’.




Can also consider health care as a drain
though as It Is taking away money,
distracting people away from other jobs, It

IS growing and private spending increased
and there are 8 out of 10 Australians
dissatisfied with health system.




* |f health expenditure Is increasing and the
alm IS to decrease expenditure how will this
occur?

* |n whose hands will decisions be made
about who can live (and live in what way)
and who can have what?







 How we die IS being considered not only by
many survivors as having difficulty
accepting death because of being separated
from the person who dies, but also because
how we age and hence how we die Is costly
to society.

e Ageing and hence dying In a particular way
IS something that is being challenged.




e Thinking of life as our on/y chance to taste
and enjoy immortality may focus the
prioritizing of some people to believe

preventing chronic conditions Is as simple
as adopting some pre-determined practices.

 |n adopting these practices the outcome for
some people may be considered to be the
prevention of chronic conditions.




 To be human or to be inside a mortal life
says Bauman, “one can taste immortality,
even If only metaphorically or

metonymically’ (2001a; 2, 247). Being
alive 1s for consumers their only chance to
taste and enjoy immortality.




‘the odds are that most of human life and
most of human lives will be spent agonizing
about the choice of goals, rather than

finding the means to the ends which do not
call for reflection’ (2000: 61).




 To be In good health says Bauman, has been
turned Into a permanent war against disease
(Bauman, 2000). In turn, what has

emerged, according to Bauman, Is the
concept ‘liquid life’ that emphasizes the
actions of consumers and the choices they
need to make.




Liquid life means constant self-scrutiny, self-
critique and self-censure. Liquid life feeds on the
self’s dissatisfaction with itself’ (2005: 10-11,
emphasis in original).

» The health consumer is expected to be
dissatisfied with the self and to always seek

being better.




| agree with Bauman who says that many
consumers want the freedom to make their
own lifestyle choices and at the same time

to have the ‘freedom from bearing the
consequences of wrong choices’ (Bauman,

2000; 89).
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e Under the new circumstances, the odds are
that most of human life and most of human
lives will be spent agonizing about the

choice of goals, rather than finding the
means to the ends which do not call for
reflection. (Bauman, 2000; 61)




» The struggles people confront in the
messiness that is life makes ageing a
significant chronic condition.

e But in whose hands will decisions be made
about how a child born will age and what
will influence these decisions?
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