The latest AAG NSW Seminar “The Ethics of Technology in Ageing:  What can it do? What should it do?” was held August 28 in Sydney, at the Y Conference Centre, Wentworth Avenue, Sydney.  Approximately 85 people attended.
This Seminar brought together researchers from disparate ends of the research spectrum in regard to the emerging and fascinating field of technology for older person care. 
These researchers all had a steadfast belief in their research, and of the potential benefit to individuals that would arise from their research. 
Dr Rob Sparrow was eloquent and passionate in advocating forward thinking in this area with his presentation “No more Bells and Whistles:  A Human-Centric Approach to Aged Care Technology” which was co-presented with Linda Sparrow. 
A/Prof Elizabeth Ozanne nicely summarised the current "state of play" with her presentation “Technology & Ageing: Social & Ethical Challenges. She spoke about the ubiquity of new technologies in our environment.  She raised the issue of what we mean by technology and why technology might raise ethical questions and how technology uptake fits with current policy directions.  She also spoke about Research concerns and developmental strategies.

Prof Colleen Cartwright gave an enlightening report covering her research topic “When does extending life become prolonged dying?”  Her wealth of knowledge and descriptive stories had the crowd totally engaged.
Prof Cartwright covered the areas of better living conditions/health care which have led to increased longevity – this is a success story, which has rightly been celebrated as such.  It appears that rapid technological development has allowed people who would have previously died to be kept alive for long periods of time, often through the use of such things as ventilators and Feeding tubes.These successes have led to practical, legal & ethical issues, in particular around end-of-life care and extending the dying process.  She also covered the confusion among health professionals over what is/is not euthanasia and about the law relating to withdrawing and withholding treatment.
Interesting and informative presentations by Prof Branko Celler, “Telehealth services for managing chronic diseases at home and in the community:  Ethical implications, data security and confidentiality” and the “Age Friendly Home” by Brendan Moore brushed up everyone’s knowledge as far as practical and innovative ideas.

Prof Wayne Hall covered the area of “Community Awareness & Attitudes to Life Extension Technology” which gave a interesting insight as to how the community sits with the ageing process and that most people had not had occasion to think a great deal about life extension.  He spoke about minorities that are either strongly in favour of life extension for themselves or opposed in principle to its development or use (usually because it is “contrary to nature” or “God’s law”).  
Prof Hall also spoke about that most peoples attitude towards and interest in using life extension will depend upon such things as: the quality of the extended life; the impact that their extended life would have on family members, society more generally, and the environment; and whether everyone would have equal access to the technology.

Ms Jenny Brockie was measured and intelligent in her facilitation of the panel of experts that ended day on a high academic note.  Lively debate, testing questions were asked and good audience interaction resulted.
Another very successful AAG NSW Seminar.

